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There are various ways to grow primocane 
raspberries. To get a good crop, the 
distance between plants is not the only 
important aspect: managing the crop 
during cultivation also plays a vital role. 
Since the microclimate on farms where 
primocane  raspberries are grown can 
vary considerably, we can only give a 
general picture here. Growers themselves 
must develop this further for their farm 
through experimentation.

Double cropping
Double cropping usually begins with plug 
plants. Three plants are then planted every 
linear metre. Depending on the variety 
and the cultivation system, one to two  
low laterals are kept on each plant. These 
laterals and the cane are trained toward 
the outside of the row and divided over 
the row, so that the leaf receives the 
maximum amount of light. After the 
harvest, these canes are cut back at two  
to three leaves under the lowest flowers. 
The buds that remain must not be flower 
buds, but yield new laterals for the next 
cropping period.

After planting, the plant is usually not 
pinched to obtain more canes. That is only 
done in exceptional cases. The Advanced 
Berry Breeding varieties usually have 
sufficient vigour to make pinching un-
necessary. Pinching increases the number 
of canes, rapidly creating a full crop.  
The fruit quality can suffer from this and 
the harvest is approximately two weeks 
later. This can be a risk, especially for late 
varieties. If the plants are in fact pinched,  
it is important to leave a maximum of two 
canes per plant and spread them evenly 
along the row. Incidentally, varieties react 
very differently to pinching: some show 
more vigour while others show less.

If the plants do not go dormant automati-
cally, the leaves have to be removed. The 
buds remain undamaged if you do so from 

the bottom up. If the plants are potted, 
they can be kept in a cold store (at -1ºC ). 
The Advanced Berry Breeding varieties 
require very little or no cold. However, bud 
break is better after the plants have been 
exposed to a short somewhat cold period.

If cultivation is continued, the laterals come 
out on the canes. A good result is usually 
obtained with 12 to 15 laterals per cane. 
This comes to 40 to 60 laterals per linear 
metre in a row. If there are more laterals, 
the crop soon becomes too full, which  
has a negative effect on the fruit quality 
and the picking speed. A somewhat lower 
number of laterals also improves the 
picking speed considerably. However, the 
optimum number of laterals does depend 
on the variety, the climate and the cultiva-
tion system. Growers must determine for 
themselves what number is most suitable 
on their farm. If there are too many laterals, 
they are thinned out. The laterals in the 
middle of the row, laterals that are heavily 
shaded as well as the weak laterals are the 
first to be removed in this process.

Mow-down
Once the fruits on the laterals have been 
harvested, one can decide to cut the plant 
back at soil level (mow-down). Many 
shoots come up after such a mow-down. 
The number is subsequently reduced in a 
few steps, in which the strong shoots are 
kept and the weak ones removed. In 
principle, ultimately the number of canes 
recommended for the variety are kept.

Do take the local conditions into account 
for this, however. If the growth of the 
plants is usually limited, more canes have 
to be left. The optimum number can be 
different for every grower and in every 
microclimate, and must be determined  
by the growers themselves through 
experimentation.
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If the new shoots that appeared during the 
most recent harvest are continued, the old 
canes need to be discarded. Furthermore, 
a number of these new shoots must also 
be cut away so that production continues 
with the preferred number of canes.

For that matter, one may also opt for not 
utilising a mow-down, but rather removing 
the old plants and planting new ones. This 
is an attractive option for an increasing 
number of growers due to the pruning 
labour costs.

Dormant plants
Double cropping can of course also be 
started with a root block or a cold-store 
plug plant or tray plant. These plants are 
dormant. Such a plant reacts after planting 
by making new shoots from the root. This 
number must be reduced to the number 
preferred, after which production can be 
continued like with a fresh plant.

Cold stored plants 
One can produce fruit outside the normally 
to be expected harvest period by storing 
plants at low temperatures. Since the 
supply of fruit is often somewhat less in 
that period, a better price is often obtained 
on the market. Plants grown in pots are 
always used for this production. One can 
use the long canes still present or just the 
root block.
Long canes are usually planted in North-
west Europe between the middle of April 
and the end of May. In that case it not  
only allows to plan the harvest in a certain 
period. If a number of such productions 
are planted periodically in succession, a 
more continuous supply of raspberries is 
achieved over a longer period. In the south 
of Europe, long canes are usually started 
for an early production in spring. A good 
long cane has at least 15 to 20  nodes.  
The recommended distance between 
plants differs per variety. Just as in con-
tinuous production, there have to be 40 to 

60 productive laterals per linear metre in 
order to bring a good yield.

In the south of Europe, a harvest can be 
realised in winter (January to March) by 
starting with a cold-stored root block. 
Planting usually takes place in September. 
However, to a large extent the exact 
planting date is determined by the earliness 
and vigour of the variety. In this production, 
the plant must not go dormant in wintery 
low-light and cool conditions, but rather 
continue to grow and bloom. Some 
varieties, such as Imara, are more suitable 
for this than others. When the shoots 
come up after planting, their number must 
be reduced to the number recommended 
for the variety in a production with plug 
plants.

Support
The ABB variety plants are sturdy and 
require little support. The plants can be 
attached to a few horizontal wires. A few 
wires are also sufficient to support the 
laterals. Since no nets are used, the harvest 
goes must faster, which considerably 
reduces the cost of production.
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