
Raspberry growing is strongly developing 
in combination with a move from growing 
floricane towards primocane varieties. 
Floricane varieties normally flower after a 
period with low temperatures. Because of 
that, the harvest takes place in the second 
crop year, after the winter. The picking 
period can be postponed by storing canes 
at low temperatures during the winter, 
followed by a later planting in spring (‘long 
cane’ production).
Primocane varieties, however, can flower 
and crop in the year of planting, provided 
this is not too late. After the harvest the 
plants can be discarded, with new plants 
being used for the next crop. However, 
there are several opportunities to 
continue cropping with the original plant 
material in the following years. To do so 
the canes need to be cut back or removed 
completely. The use of a combination of 
the possibilities opens the door for a long 
supply period of raspberries. 

A brief summary of the possibilities 
in north-west Europe

Use of overwintered cane 
After the harvest in the autumn the canes 
are cut back to two or three leaves under 
the lowest flowers. The plants remain in 
the cold store during winter, or outdoors 
when the winter is not too hard. After 
planting in a tunnel or outdoors, the plants 
will flower at newly developing laterals. 

A longer period in the cold store will 
postpone the harvest period. The use of 
this method makes a harvest period from 
June to the end of August possible.

New cane on old roots 
After the harvest in the autumn the plant 
is cut back to soil level. After the winter a 
new cane is grown, which produces fruit 
from the beginning of August. This harvest 
starts a few weeks earlier than that of a 
fresh planting. 

Glasshouse crops 
Planting for a glasshouse crop takes place 
in April. The plants are grown outdoors 
and stay on a tray field for about 6 weeks. 
Fruiting starts in the middle of August 
and continues until late autumn. When 
the canes are cut back to a few leaves 
under the lowest flowers at the end of the 
season, lateral shoots will develop in the 
following spring. Fruit from those laterals 
can be harvested between mid April and 
mid June.

In warmer climates planting dates are 
adapted to the growing and weather 
conditions. Fresh plants are planted later 
than in northwest Europe, usually in May. 
However, the principal of how to continue 
with the same plant material after the first 
harvest, is applied in the same way. In the 
south of Europe five crops in two years 
can be obtained by applying this method.
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Raspberry 2.0

Schedule for growing
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Autumn crop

Glasshouse crop

Overwintering cane
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Mowed down
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